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	Our book


	( author, title, year of publication
	Swindells, Robert: Stone Cold. 
Stuttgart, Leipzig 2009. (First published 1993)

	( summary of main events (setting, plot, characters) without revealing the ending!
	· setting: The story takes place in Bradford (Yorkshire) and London
· plot: Protagonist Link is about 16 years old when he leaves school and cannot find a job. Bullied by his stepfather Vince, he leaves home and starts living on the streets of Bradford. Hoping to find a job elsewhere, he travels to London. But luck is not on his side. Here again he becomes homeless, makes friend with Ginger, another teenager on the dole. Ginger teaches Link to survive on the streets of London. At the same time a dismissed soldier, who calls himself ‘Shelter’, tries to free London from teenage dossers. Suddenly Ginger disappears and Link falls in love with Gail.  
· characters: 

· protagonists: Link, his friend Ginger, his girl-friend Gail

· antagonists: Shelter, Vince (Link’s stepfather) 

· others: Link’s mother, Link’s sister and her boy-friend

	( themes (e. g. friendship, conflict with parents)
	· unemployment
· conflict with parents
· homelessness
· friendship
· love

	( prediction of the content of the novel
	Ginger has left London for good. Link and Gail marry, receive unemployment benefit and get a couple of children of which they take care together. Shelter ends up in psychiatric ward.

	( Language 
	· level (easy – difficult, why?): the language is not too difficult but it contains a couple of colloquial expressions with which teenage readers might not be familiar with. The teenage slang and London dialect is attractive to learn.
· style (interesting – boring, why?): the clear story line makes it easy to follow the story; the rising action creates suspense 


	( Form 
	· page numbers: 112 pages
· price: 8,95€
· annotations: vocabulary is given on the bottom of each page – so there is hardly any need for using a dictionary

	( Comment
	· I like about the book: 

· Interesting topics
· Thrilling and affecting story
· Discusses social values
· Makes me think about my life – what does really count in live?

· I dislike about the book:

· Homelessness is portrayed too romantic
· The reason for running away is not convincing

· Recommendation (yes – no, why?): YES
· The story is very thrilling, the book ‘unputdownable’

· The book is not too long, the language not too difficult 
· Colloquial expressions give insight in everyday language

· Interesting topics to talk and think about: family conflicts; career choice, friendship, love
· Lots of interesting materials on homelessness available: films, music etc > discussing the topic from different angles, using a wide variety of media

· Homelessness can happen to all of us – it is important to talk about causes and consequences
· The story makes us think about social values – what do we need in order to survive? What do we need in order to become happy?
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